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Catherine said to William, who wasn't following her. William tilted his head to show Catherine the hard bone of his neck. "It's not cold here. Who is he?" "He's the French Ambassador, Monsieur de Talleyrand." "I don't like him." "William. We're not visiting him."
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said. "We don't visit one another in a place like this." William frowned. "So you have not asked me to visit you in a time like this?" He thought of his home and thought of Charles's farmhouse, and felt strangely good at the memory of his godfather's warmth.
"William, are you all right?" "I'm fine," he said. "What's wrong with you?" He knew he shouldn't have said what was wrong with him, but he blurted it out. "I'm fine. I'm just fine." Charles gave him a wan smile and guided him to a chair beside them, where he

sat down and rubbed his hands against the back of his neck. "It is so good to see you, William." "It is good to see you too, Charles." Catherine stood still and let William talk. It was almost autumnal in the cold room, and William was coughing up lovely plumes
of mist. His face was flushed with exercise and excitement, and Catherine imagined the heat of his skin in the sunlight and looked away from 0cc13bf012
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